Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.172; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.6.
The title compound, C 32 H 56 N 2 , was synthesized by the reaction of terephthalaldehyde and dodecan-1-amine. The imines adopt trans conformations, with the two halves of the molecule related to each other by a centre of symmetry. properties. They can be used as starting materials for producing polymers (Nishikawa, et al., 1992) . Certain imines coordinated to metals have also received a great deal of attention recently, due to their antibacterial and antifungal activities (Sharaby, 2007) .
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N-{(E)-4-[(E)-(Dodecylimino
We report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I). The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . The N-C double bonds and the benzene ring lie in the same plane. The double bonds conjugate with the benzene ring. The molecule is centrosymmetric. The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) .
Experimental
Terephthalaldehyde (5 mmol) and dodecan-1-amine (10 mmol) were dissolved in toluene (50 ml). The reaction mixture was allowed to reflux for 5 h, then left to cool to room temperature, filtered, and the solid was recrystallized from ethanol to give pure compound (I) (m.p. 333 K). Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution.
Refinement
All H atoms bonded to the C atoms were placed geometrically at distances of 0.93-0.97 Å and included in the refinement in riding motion approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq of the carrier atom. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of (I), showing the atom labelling scheme and ellipsoids at the 50% probability level.
N-{(E)-4-[(E)-(Dodecylimino)methyl]benzylidene}dodecan-\ 1-imine ?
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.044
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 26.0º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.4º 
